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Last weekend, my family and I celebrated Diwali (or ‘Deepavali’, it is known as in South

India). Although we weren’t able to carry out the usual festivities of bursting crackers

with friends or inviting people over, we still had a grand time - dropping off sweets on

doorsteps of loved ones; phoning our family abroad; sending messages of goodwill...

and it almost felt like a continuation of our celebrations when I returned to school on

Monday morning for the beginning of Anti-Bullying week, where acts of kindness were

encouraged across the school. Inspirational quotes covered the walls on ‘Motivational

Monday’, and this was followed by a variety of heartwarming tasks throughout the

week, including ‘giving a compliment to anyone’ and ‘random acts of kindness’. This

culminated in a wear-whatever-you-feel-comfortable-in day on Friday - and let me tell

you, Fraser and I were far too tempted for responsible, mature, Form 6 senior prefects,

to come in wearing our onesies!

  

At the Loch of the Green Corrie is part eulogy to Norman
MacCaig, part tribute to the land of north-west Scotland, which
was the centre of so many of MacCaig’s poems. In travelling to
this area, Andrew Greig begins an exercise in self-reflection: he
explores his own life, comparing it in parts to that of MacCaig,
and dissecting the choices he has made. Only by the end of a
novel does a first-time reader recognise his journey: to Assynt but
also to self-satisfaction, no longer second-guessing and
comparing but simply being. Adding to this emotional journey are
the brief histories and geologies of the area: these vignettes
complement anecdotal memories to show the progress of
Scotland’s West coast, both physically and that of humanity.
MacCaig, although more removed from Greig than one would first
assume, is a poet whose personality and poetry moves the
reader; it is easy to see why he holds such sway over Greig, and
by the end of the novel we also know how.

Book of the Week - 

“At the Loch of the Green Corrie”

  by Andrew Greig
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 Diwali, also known as the Festival of Lights, is a celebration that takes place in India when the

weather becomes mild and the monsoon season ends. This year, the celebrations took place around

last Saturday, where people would spend time with their friends and families. Traditionally, buildings

were illuminated with oil burning bowls called dipa lights, but in more recent years, strings of

artificial lights are used. The outsides of houses are refreshed and sometimes decorated with

drawings done in white rice flour and filled in with colour. Fairs are held in many  towns and villages

in India and some people who live near rivers float lamps on small rafts. The festival symbolises the

awareness of the inner light, and the lifting of spiritual darkness. Bonfires and fireworks illuminate

Diwali, as the word Deepavali means “a row of lights”.

THE FESTIVAL OF LIGHTSTHE FESTIVAL OF LIGHTSTHE FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS    
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COVID-19 UPDATE -

VACCINE TRIALS 

You may have heard on the news recently that two

vaccines are scheduled to be administered in early 2021,

which is very good news considering vaccines usually

take a minimum of 10-15 years to research and administer

to the public - due to scientists and healthcare

professionals working incredibly hard these past few

months they’ve managed to cram all of that into less

than a year!

The two vaccines that are currently being tested on

people are the Pfizer vaccine, which is 90% effective and

the Moderna vaccine, which is 94.5% effective and was

announced just weeks after the Pfizer one. Comedian

Trevor Noah joked that at this rate, ”in a couple of months

you’ll be able to pick a vaccine based on your

personality!”. Although the vaccines are expected to

come out soon, this doesn’t mean that we don’t need to

socially distance anymore or bring all of our safety

measures to a halt, as we should still continue all of these

to prevent further spread of the virus. Being vigilant is still

paramount, and it’s our duty to prevent ourselves, and

others around us from contracting COVID-19.  

Prithvi SudarshanPrithvi SudarshanPrithvi Sudarshan I hope you learnt
something new from this
short-but-sweet edition of

The Term Times - be it
Greig’s fascinating prose
celebrating a fellow Scots

poet, an introduction to the
Hindu festival of lights, or

new knowlege in regards to
the potential coronavirus

vaccines. 

EDITOR’S NOTE

see you next
friday!
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